
Year 8 Summer Mock Mark Scheme 2025 

Section A: Are there challenges to development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Outline one way Curitiba is an example of a sustainable city (2 marks)  

x1 point,  

x1 for development of that point.  

• Public transport 

• Green spaces and parks 

• Green exchange 

e.g. the city provides excellent public transport, a bus arrives every 60 seconds so people do not need 

to use their own cars this leads to less traffic and air pollution.  

e.g. the city provides excellent public transport, a bus arrives every 60 seconds so people can get to 

their destination quicker and no time is wasted making them happier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Explain the most significant challenge Jakarta,  mega city faces (2 marks)  

x1 point,  

x1 for development of that point.  

• Informal settlement and infrastructure 

• Flooding 

• Air pollution 

e.g. The most significant challenge Jakarta faces is air pollution. Jakarta is the largest city without a 

metro, having a lack of public transport increases air pollution, this leads to health problems. 60% of 

the population suffer from this.  

 

7. Explain an advantage and disadvantage of the 3 Gorge Dam (4 marks)  

Marks Description 

3-4 Clear explanation of one advantage and one disadvantage.  

1-2 Unbalanced, just focused on either advantages or disadvantages.  

Partial explanation and more descriptive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e.g. An advantage of the dam is that it provides 10% of Chinas electricity by HEP. This leads to an  

increase in renewable energy resources therefore  less contribute to climate change. 

A disadvantage is that 1.3 million people were displaced due to flooding. This led to people leaving 

their homes and businesses therefore their lives were severely disrupted. 

 

 

 



Section B: Why are our coasts collapsing? 

 

1. (i) 3831 

(ii) b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. State one type of weathering that takes place in coastal areas. (1 mark) 

Mechanical (freeze-thaw, water freezes), chemical (rainwater / sea water a weak acid), biological 

(animals / plants - roots) – does not need to the exact key words to gain the mark.  

5. Name one landform that results from erosion. (1 mark) 

Cave, arch, stack, stump, wave-cut platform, cliff, bay, headland  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accept to one, two or three decimal place.  

8. (i) C Spit 

(ii) Hard rock / Resistant rock / Made of chalk (limestone)  

9. x: cave Y: arch Z: cliff  

10. Explain the formation of a spit. (4 marks)  

Marks Description 

3-4 Clear full sequence of how a spit forms. 

With at least one physical process. 

May use the photo but not required.   

1-2 Sequence is not clear.  

No processes included.  

Firstly, waves approach the beach at an angle due to the prevailing wind.  

Secondly, longshore drift moves sand along the coast. At a bend in the coastline the sand is carried 

out to sea and deposited as the waves lose energy.  

Eventually, local wind direction changes causes the spit to curve at the end.  

Overtime, a salt march builds up behind the spit.  

 

 



11. (i) What does the information about Orfordness Lighthouse suggest about coastal erosion? (1) 

Erosion speeding up / getting worse.  

Average 1 meter per year from 2005-2015 then 2 meters per year for 5 years after.  

(ii). x1 point, x1 for development of that point. Can be a pro view or an anti view for coastal 

protection. But must be developed to get the second mark. Do not need to focus on this example to 

get full marks.  

e.g. Pro view for coastal protection e.g. Anti view for coastal protection 

Coastal protection means that not just land 

is saved. The buildings can be used for 

tourist attractions which provide jobs.  

Some houses next to the sea would be 

protected and people would not lose their 

homes because if they were not protected 

they would not be able to get insurance.  

Coastal protection can bee seen as ugly as the 

material is not local to the area, so puts tourist 

off visiting.  

Coastal protection is expensive and needs 

maintenance, the local area may not be able to 

afford it. 

Coastal protection in one place may cause greater 

erosion along the coast. 

Coastal protection can damage local wildlife and 

habitats.  

 

12. Discuss how hard and soft engineering sea defences help protect the coastline from erosion (6) 

Marks Description 

5-6 Detailed knowledge, organised, developed (BLT) with accurate understanding of how 

the sea defence protects the coastline.   

Covers advantages and disadvantages of soft and hard engineering. Can cover a range 

or one with lots of depth.  

Meaningful conclusion.  

May use supporting evidence and examples from their own knowledge.  

Good use of geographical terms and vocab 

3-4 Clear knowledge, mostly organised, majority of explanations developed (BLT) with 

clear understanding of how the sea defence protects the coastline.    

Covers some advantages and/or disadvantages of a range of soft and/or hard 

engineering. 

Some use of geographical terms and vocabular 

1-2 Basic throughout with limited knowledge and understanding 

Simple statements that are not developed, mostly descriptive.  

Little or no use of geographical terms and vocabulary 

 



e.g. Hard engineering involved building and works against nature. An example is a sea wall which are 

used at several seaside towns such as Hornsea and Cleethorpes. A sea wall is a curved wall made on 

concrete which is built along the coastline. They reflect the energy of the waves back out to sea 

protecting against erosion such as hydraulic action and abrasion. They are effective for a long period 

of time but are an expensive option. 

Soft engineering works with nature. An example is beach replenishment. This moves sand from the 

seabed and adding it to the beach. This makes the beach wider which will then reduce the wave 

energy and therefore reduce erosion. A negative though is that it needs to be repeated regularly as 

longshore drift moves the sediment down the coast which reduces the width of the beach.  

In conclusion to protect the coast against coastal erosion, hard engineering is the best strategies for 

immediate protection as soft engineering take time to embed e.g. coastal realignment. However, a 

combination of hard and soft engineering needs to be used as the whole coastline cannot be 

protected to the same effect as hard engineering is very expensive.  

 

 


